[Multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2].
Multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2 (MEN 2) is an autosomal dominant inherited cancer syndrome with the major components medullary thyroid carcinoma, pheochromocytoma and hyperparathyroidism. Due to the clinical course three distinct subtypes are distinguished, MEN 2A, MEN 2B and familial medullary thyroid carcinoma. The disease is caused by germ-line mutations of the RET proto-oncogene and the localization of these mutations correlates with the onset of the development of medullary thyroid carcinoma, which is crucial for the clinical course and outcome of the disease. It therefore has a substantial influence on the clinical management of the affected patients and their relatives. This review summarizes the morphology and clinic of MEN 2-associated tumors and their respective precursor lesions.